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For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving 
of them be, but life from the dead?—Rom. xi. 15. 








[SSS 
SEPTEMBER, 1827. No. 9. 


Vou. V. 











DYING EXPERIENCE OF A CHRISTIAN ISRAELITE. 
To the Editors of the Jewish Expositor. 


Gentlemen—I send you an interesting letter written by a 
Christian Hebrew, in high estimation in Holland, to a pastor 
in that country. It details the afflictive yet joyous event of his 
brother’s decease, and his remarkable confession of faith in the 
Lord Jesus. I trust that its publicity may draw some unhappy 
Israelite to seek earnestly for him of whom “ Moses in the law, 
and the prophets did write,” and thus to find, like the deceased, 
“rest to his soul.” An humble and sincere inquirer after 
truth, cannot fail to know experimentally, that it is indeed no 
fable, but a faithful record of Almighty God, that “ Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners ;” and that there is no sal- 
vation, either for Jew or Gentile, but in him. Pe 

Brussels, Christmas-day, 1826. 

Amsterdam, 1826, 


Since I received your last, my heart has again been wounded 
afresh, and continues still to bleed. My brother, with whom I 
had hoped to have my soul entwined by even stronger bands 
than those of consanguinity, has just expired in my arms, at the 
age of twenty-nine years, after an illness of some days’ duration. 
It would be as impossible to express to you the deep agony of 
my heart, and the loss of all my earthly hopes by the death of 
this beloved brother, who was the constant object of my thoughts 
and my prayers, as to describe the holy extacy and unspeakable 
joy which I feel, in calling to mind the astonishing, the stupen- 
dous, the marvellous work which God, in his divine mercy and 
boundless fidelity, has just now wrought on that bed of death 
which was the cradle of my brother’s new existence! My bro- 
ther, who now sleeps in the Lord Jesus, during the last three 
days of his mortal life, walked in the narrow way which leads to 
life eternal, and has had the ineffable honour of finding at the 


* The letter sent to us is in French, and we give a translation.—Ep. 
Vou. V. 9 
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close of his career, the Prince of Life stietching forth his hand 
to him as one of his redeewed. But 1 would give you a more 
minute detail of the wondrous work of Almighty God; and you 
will ex ««m with me, “ What God is like the God of Israel!” 
and our hearts and lips will expand in glorifying, exalting, and 
singing praise to his unspeakable name! 
uring the last two years of my father’s illness, our anxiety 
was extreme. My dear brother especially, who had long attend- 
ed him, was deeply impressed by it, and heing, destitnte af that 
consolation and strength, which the soul of a Christian so boun- 
teously receives in the intimate communion with the adorable 
Emmanuel, his nerves were violently attacked, and a sort of 
melancholy took possession of his soul. Such was the prepara- 
tion which God saw fit to make for the salvation of a sinner. 
Having quitted the pleasures of the world, and living with great 
simplicity, daily absorded more or less in the most serious con- 
templation, my dear brother began to feel, not a disgust, but a 
most marked indifference to this life. The more I noticed this, 
the more did I endeavour to show him, on every occasion, the 
inconceivable riches of pardon of his sins, and everlasting bless- 
edness. At length the fearful death of my uncle, and that of my 
dear father, gave me ample opportunity for preaching the Gos- 
pel with tears to my unhappy family, and showing them how 
deplorable is the condition of man, if he has no other hope 
than in this life. Still, however, | discerned no change in their 
State: it was Only during my stay at Guelders, this summer, that 
I remarked that my letters, which by a special guidance of the 
Holy Spirit were rather a complete exposition of the doctrines 
of the Gospel, than mere details of news, were very well receiv- 
ed by my dear brother, though afterwards they appeared to 
have produced no fruit whatever. At last, this dear brother fell 
sick, and in two days after he despaired of recovery, and told 
me, with much calmness, that he was going to die. I could not 
bring myself to quit his bed-side : during five successive nights, 
I sat by his pillow, and occasionally was able to speak a word of 
spiritual and Gospel consolation, but the mighty God of Israel 
spoke strongly to his soul. ‘The dear sufferer repeatedly told me, 
that he never should recover from his illness, but that he felt he 
should have a wonderful termination to it; that he lay there to 
be an example to many. Oo the following day he suffered the 
most intense anxiety; ‘ No one,” said he to me, “ can under- 
stand me except you, dearest brother, and I wish to tell you that 
I now endure all the horror of my sins. The abomination of 
my nature terrifies me beyond all expression; and I feel that 
the devil, whose existence was once denied by our good mother 
and myself, puts me now to horrible tortures ; but they are the 
just punishment of my sins.” In truth, his struggle was dreadful 
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to look upon; and my spirits were completely depressed. I 
said to him, “ Pray that our Lord Jesus Christ, who has over- 
come the devil, may give you his Holy Spirit, and pray to him 
for pardon of your sins, through that divine blood which he has 
shed for the redemption of sinful but repentant souls!” Upon 
this, I observed and heard him praying in a very low voice, con- 
fessing his faults and sins, in a strain of heartfelt sincerity and 
humble submission to the decrees of the Divine disposer of his 
fate. Soon after he was again assailed with greater anguish, and 
exclaimed, “ Dear brother, the devil wishes to drag me to him 
by force.” I replied, “ Pray! for the Lord Jesus wills to draw 
your soul unto himself, and save you everlastingly.” ‘Towards 
night the struggle and danger augmented; he suffered to that 
degree, that a cold perspiration burst out over all his limbs. 
“Ah!” said he, “ what achange is passing on me! But I have 
extraordinary visions; I see before me two paths; in the one I 
meet nothing but corpses and evil spirits—in the other [ only 
see beings clothed in white, and our dear father in the midst of 
them.” ‘The fever and sufferings increased; he prayed with 
fervency, and incessantly repeated to me, ‘“‘ No! a monster, such 
as I am, can never find grace with the Holy God.” He became 
somewhat calm on my saying, in a few words of consolation, that 
it was precisely what God wished, that we should hate ourselves, 
in order to seek and love him. At length, borne down by these 
sufferings, his strength began to fail, and he fell back into an 
alarming sort of fainting. This lasted some hours; the whole 
house was in a sad and dismal silence ; nothing was heard but 
occasional sobs and sighing : when all at once, (I still tremble at 
the recollection,) THE BLESSED NAME Or Jesus Cunist, re- 
sounded throughout the dwelling—in such tones, that all rush- 
ed together in alarm. 1, who was at that moment in an adjoin- 
ing chamber, ran in with terror, and beheld my dear brother, 
pale as death, but in a sort of extacy, repeating the name of 
our Saviour, and pronouncing, with a strength absolutely su- 
pernatural, the following words, which I shall never forget dur- 
ing my life, and which I have called to remembrance on my 
knees, glorifying and giving thanks to Him who caused them to 
be uttered. “Call my mother,” said he, ‘call my sister, call 
my friends! Hear me! I am dying! But I dite in the faith o 

Jesus Christ, the thrice Holy God, the true Messiah, the King of 


the Jews, the King of Europe, the King of Asia, of /merica, of 


the whole universe! In him Jews and Gentiles are one! Publish 
ye, proclaim to the Synagogue how I have died! how God has 
revealed himself to my soul! to me, who have been so great a 
sinner!? Again acknowledging his sins, he turned to one of 
his friends, (who was endeavouring to calm him,) and said, 
“ Take example by me—see how the devil has tormented me ! 
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Think of your soul before it be too late. Believe me, the truth of 
God is no fable!’ ‘Then turning himself, exhausted, toward 
me, he said, “ Com, dear brother, give me a fraternal and cor- 
dial embrace.” —A general depression followed this edifying 
scene, and I waited a calmer moment to address to him again 
the question, “ Are you well assured, my dear brother, of what 
you now profess ?”—*“ Yes,” said he, ina tone scarcely audible, 
* tt is only hy a power from on high thot I have borne that testi- 
mony.”’—* God be praised, then!” I replied, “ your soul is sav- 
ed.” A few moments after I asked how he found himself 
inwardly, and he answered, “ I am more at ease.” These were 
the last connected words which he uttered. ‘The fever returned 
that night, and he expired on the day following. 

This, my dear friend, is what I had to communicate. Let 
us glorify the thrice Holy God, who saves the soul of the sinner 
by his own free grace, and in gradually weaning us from the 
world and all its allurements, attaches us the more to the cross 
of our Divine Saviour. ‘To crown the blessings to which this 
dying bed has borne witness, the Father of mercy has seen fit 
that this bright confession of my dying brother should take place 
on the 20th October, the very day on which, four years before, 
the holy seal of the divine promises had been impressed upon 
my forehead. Would that it had not been on that day! else 
had the commemoration thereof been one of unsullied joy. I 
prostrate myself before my God, and adore in holy review the 
wondrous ways of his providence, and the incomprehensible 
riches of his grace. Let us pray; let us adore; let us bless 
together this majestic God ; and let us love as brethren in the 


sanctifying faith of the Gospel. C. 





NINETEENTH REPORT 


Of the London Society for promoting Christianity amongst the Jews, read ai 
the Annual Meeting, May 4, 1827. 


(Continued from page 122.) 


The school was set on foot in 1818, by the late Mr. Goldsmid, 
of London, who gave a donation of 2000/. and whose bust is 
laced in the centre of the fifth class-room. The number of 
children now in the school is 120. Forty of the poorest children 
receive clothes once or twice in the year ; but this year not more 
than one half will receive them, in consequence of the low state 
of their funds. 
Besides this interesting school, the professor has two others 
for girls. In one, they are taught | all the necessary branches of 
needle-work twice in the week; in the other, household con- 
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cerns twice in the week; a branch of education not much culti- 
vated amongst Jewish females. The other days they receive 
religious instruction. ‘The number of girls is about eighty. 

“The number of Reformed Jews is considerable, and the 
greater part of them are of the wealthy class of society. ‘Their 
synagogue, or temple, as it is called, is a plain brick building, 
but neat in the interior, with pews, a reading desk, and pulpit, 
like an English place of worship. They have also a fine organ. 
A great part of the service is performed responsively in Hebrew 
and German, but the prayers and sermon are in German. 

“The Orthodox Jews form by far the greatest body. They 
have two synagogues and five schools, the chief of which is 
the S997 9995p (Talmud Torah.) In this school the chil- 
dren study nothing else but the Talmudical writings; and the 
number of the children is about 400. I tried to gain admittance 
twice, but was refused. This morning | tried again, but was not 
allowed to go further than the hall.” 

Frequently your missionaries have to lament the open and 
avowed infidelity of many of the Jews, who not only refuse to 
believe the New Testament, but likewise actually reject Moses 
and the prophets. Thus the blasphemous infidelity of some, 
and the blind superstition of others, continually remind them 
that the weapons of their warfare must not be carnal, but migh- 
ty through God, to the pulling down these strong holds of Satan. 

They have not confined themselves to the work of instructing 
Jewish children. ‘They still continue to testify to the adults of 
that natiun, repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Some time ago, by the advice of several Christian friends, and 
with the consent of many of the Clergy, Mr. Moritz established 
a weekly meeting of the Jews, for prayer and exposition of the 
Scriptures. This is still carried on, and several individuals of 
the 5 nation are in the habit of attending. 

The Journals of Messrs. Moritz and O’Neill, which are from 
time to time published in the Expositor, will show the nature of 
their work amongst the Jews. Amidst much apparent discou- 
ragement, there are occasional gleams of a brighter prospect. 
There is much to teach your Missionaries and your Committee 
a lesson of deep humility, and unfeigned dependance on the 
blessing of the Almighty. ‘They cannot lay before you many 
gratifying details of success: but they see enough to convince 
them that it is their positive duty to proceed. ‘They believe that 
a door is opened, which vo man can shut. 

Your Committee might select a few of the most pleasing 
occurrences in the proceedings at Hamburgh, but they content 
themselves with one single communication, respecting a young 
man, a Jew, who appears to have been brought to the know- 
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ledge of the truth through the labours of Mr. Moritz. This 
short extract is inserted, as it serves to show how many obsta- 
cles a converted Jew has to overcome, in respect of temporal 
provision, ere he can openly avow himself a follower of Christ 
crucified. 


‘* Since my last letter, the Lord has blessed my labours to the 
young B , of whom I have written before, so that he re- 
sabe’ to make an open confession of Christianity, and laying 
aside his notion of studying, to learn a trade. But the difficulty 
was, where to get a master for him, to whom he could be 
apprenticed ; for according to the laws of this free city, no Jew 
is allowed the right of corporation, so that legally, he can 
neither become a journeyinan, por a master; and this difficulty 
is even experienced by those that are baptized, if they are 
natives of the city. I have written, therefore, to my friend 
Mr. W , at B——, about him, and this friend of the Jewish 
cause has promised to do what he can for him, when he shall be 
fully persuaded of the sincerity of his professions. He has 
therefore left Hamburgh for B , With the intention of mak- 
ing an open profession of Christ, and for his maintenance, to 
learn the trade of watch-making. May the God of Abraham 
be with bim and bless him, as he blessed Abraham when he lett 
his father’s house and all his friends, not knowing whither he 
went. He isa youth of good natural talents, and of quick un- 


derstanding, and if these gifts are sanctified by the grace of 
God, he may become, one day, a useful member of the church 


of Christ, and of society at large. This is the first fruit of my 
labour in this city.” 


The following extract, of a much later date, with which your 
Committee will close this notice of the Mission to the Jews at 
Hamburgh, is encouraging, as affording a proof of the interest 
which is felt in the Jewish cause by Christians in other coun- 
tries, as well as our own, and that too amongst the poor. 


* Last Sunday, in the afternoon, I had a prayer meeting, and 
expounded a portion of Scripture at the house of a Christian 
friend at the other side of Altona, to which a few other friends 
were invited. After the meeting, [ addressed them concerning 
our school, and of their own accord they proposed making a 
collection, which amounted to fourteen marks and two schelings, 
which was indeed very handsome, considering there were only 
about twenty-five persons present, and most of them poor. A 
poor widow, who was desirous of giving something, but could 
not for want of money, brought one hundred segars, which her 
deaf son makes for their su ~aiey and which were sold for one 
mark and four schelings. Thus’ you see that the hearts of our 
poor German Christians are not quite dead to the cause of my 
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poor Jewish brethren, and I trust I shall have frequent oppor- 
tunity further to awaken them to this good cause.” 


Mr. Moritz has been requested by your Committee to spend a 
month or two during the summer, in making a journey of in- 
quiry through Denmark and Sweden. 

Your Committee will now call your attention to the operations 
of their Missionaries in Holland and the Netherlands. 


Amsterdam. 


Your Committee regret to state, that, owing to the very in- 
different state of his health, the Rev. A. S. ‘Thelwall has not 
been able to continue his valuable labours at Amsterdam and 
the neighbourhood. He has been for many months incapable 
of active exertion. 

He has, however, received several letters from his friends in 
Holland, which testify that the work of the Lord is still going on. 

Towards the close of last year, he received a letter from one 
of those converted Israelites with whom he had enjoyed much 
Christian intercourse, conveying the intelligence, that, within 
two months, he had lost five of his nearest relatives—an uncle, 
a father, a brother, and two aunts. Respecting his father, he 
mentions several things which gave reason to hope, that, during 
the latter weeks of his life, a great change had taken place in 
his heart. But of his brother he gives a most interesting ac- 
count. He was taken ill only three weeks after the father’s 
death, and the disease came on so rapidly, that he had a very 
early presentiment of his own approaching dissolution. The 
covictions under which he had evidently been labouring even 
in health, now became a source of severe internal conflict. 
For a time his mental anguish was extreme. On one occasion 
he said, ‘“‘ You, my dear brother, can understand me; I am 
tormented with the devil. Our dear mother does not believe 
that there is one. There was atime when I did not believe it 
myself; but now I feel that he tortures my soul. I have deserv- 
ed it. Ob, my brother, what a sinner I have been!” Then it 
was, says the writer of this letter, that I first felt freedom and 
boldness in speaking to him of our Saviour, in telling him of 
the love of God towards such sinners as humble themselves 
before him, and in exhorting him to pray to the Lord Jesus to 
be delivered from the wicked one. 

He soon began to pray most earnestly, and seemed to be 
completely overwhelmed with a deep sense of sin. He con- 
fessed that he had long been under conviction. On the seventh 
day of his illness, after a violent paroxysm of the disease, he 
sunk into a kind of torpor, from which, in a few hours, he rais- 
ed himself up, and, in the full possession of his faculties, to 
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the surprise of all, he exclaimed, “ Call my mother, my sister, 
and my friends. I die in the faith of the Lord Jesus Christ— 
of the Triune God—the true Messias—the King of the World. 
He is revealed to me. In him Jews and Gentiles are one. Many 
of the Jewish nation must yet come to him. Proclaim, in the 
synagogue, how I have died. Say to all, and you, (addressing 
an intimate Jewish friend,) listen to my voice, and say this to 
my other friends, that they must come to him.” After this he 
again expressed his deep conviction of his own sinfulness. The 
disease then returned upon him with increased strength, and he 
became delirious nearly to the time of his departure, which 
took place on the following morning. In the intervals of com- 
posure, he declared his perfect knowledge of what he had said, 
and his firm acquiescence in the principles he had then avowed. 
In this way he died. Was “not this a brand plucked from the 
burning °” 

In addition to the above, Mr. Thelwall received, about the 
same time, a letter from another Jewish convert, giving a very 
affecting account of the death of his mother-in-law, after two 
years’ consistent profession of Christianity. Mr. Thelwall had 
been present at her baptism, at the age of sixty-five years. 

Your Committee are aware, that these may be looked on as 
insulated facts, but they are abundantly encouraging—an ear- 
nest and a promise of a future day, when all the children of 
Zion shall be joyful in their King. 

Mr. Chevallier, who formerly assisted Mr. Thelwall, still con- 
tinues his labours amongst the Jews of Amsterdam. 

Your Missionary, Mr. Wolff, has also been spending a short 
time in Holland, previously to his final departure for Palestine. 
Some interesting particulars of his labours in that country have 
been communicated by a friend, in a letter addressed to your 
President. It is stated, that his intercourse with his Jewish 
brethren has far exceeded his most sanguine expectations. He 
has also awakened, in the minds of Christians, something like 
a sense of their obligations to make some effort for the spiritual 
welfare of the Jews. He was about to attend Public Meetings 
for this purpose, at Amsterdam, and in the University of Leyden, 
to which he had a special invitation. His journal] has been re- 
ceived, for which your Committee refer you to the Appendix. 

Mr. Reichardt, since his return from a Missionary Journey to 
the very opposite extremity of Europe, in company with Mr. R. 
Smith, has been principally resident in Rotterdam, where he 
has had frequent opportunities of conversing with the Jews on 
the most important subjects. His last communication was from 
Amsterdam, where he was gone tomeet Mr Wolff. He speaks 
of having visited the Jews in several other places; but his 
tabours in Holland have been so recently commenced, that no 
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particular communication can be expected at present. Your 
Committee trust that his heart is set upon his work, and that 
in due time the Lord will own and bless his exertions. 


The Netherlands. 


Mr. Stockfeld has been employed in visiting the Jews in 
various parts of the Netherlands, as well as in some of the ad- 
jacent towns in Germany. 

At the commencement of the past year, he was labouring at 
Nymegen, from whence he informs your Committee that he 
visited many Jews in that place, and amongst others, the chief 
Rabbi, who had reached the S4th year of his age. He 
remarks :— 

“In showing to them the way of salvation, I met with much 
opposition ; but still I go on preaching to them Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified.” 

In a letter, dated Cologne, 15th August, 1826, Mr. Stockfeld 
writes as follows :— 

“I have but little to tell you of the Jews in these countries 
where I am preaching the word of God to them, for it is only 
seed time, and not the season for fruit. We must not expect 
to see it yet, and it is our duty to sow with patience the good 
seed in faith and hope, trusting in the Lord, in bis own time, 
to give increase to it, that it may produce fruit; and that even 
now, in these countries, among the Jews, the saying may again 
be fulfilled, ‘One soweth, and another reapeth.’ ” 

At this period Mr. Stockfeld began to learn the Spanish and 
Italian languages. Writing to one of your Secretaries, he says : 

“TI count it my duty, besides the preaching of the word of 
God to the Jews, to do all in my power to qualify myself for 
preaching the Gospel in other lands and languages. I there- 
fore request the Committee to allow me to stay at one place, 
from about the middle of October till the winter is over. I 
will, if the Lord please, before that time, visit the Jews once 
more, in many places where I have already preached to them 
the word of the kingdom of God. Horstgen, near Kheinberg, 
seems to me the best place for the purpose, for there are many 
Jews there, and also in the towns around it, whom I could 
visit from time to time ; and the Christians also in that country. 
I trust my abode there will not be without the Lord’s blessing. 
[ say this from my experience of the advantage derived from 
my very short stay there last year. If the Committee see any 
objection to this, you will be kind enough to inform me as soon 
as possible.” 

Mr. Stockfeld has accordingly continued to make Horstgen 
his place of residence, from whence, however, he has fre- 
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uently visited Cologne, Crefeld, Nymegen, and other places, 

he letters and journals that have been forwarded to your 
Committee, although they do not contain evidence that any 
very important results have as yet followed his labours, bear 
gratifying testimony to the zeal and diligence of your Missiona- 
ry. The event they must leave to Him who alone can give 
the increase. 

Your Committee hope shortly to hear that Mr. Stockfeld has 
been joined by Mr. Grat, whom they have lately sent forth to 
share his labours in the Jewish Missionary cause. 

Your Committee now proceed to lay before you some detai! 
of their operations in 


Germany. 


And they are led first of all to notice the very efficient ser- 
vices which are rendered to the cause of your Society by the 
Rev. P. Treschow, formerly your Foreign Secretary, but now 
resident at Neuwied, on the Rhine. They have received from 
him much valuable information during the past year, and he 
has become the medium of communication with many zealous 
friends of Israel on the continent. He has taken every oppor- 
tunity of translating and sending over to this country the re- 
ports of kindred Institutions, and the journals of their Mis- 
sionaries. 

Besides occasional journies in furtherance of the objects of 
your Society, during the course of last summer, he devoted 
eight weeks to a tour through Switzerland, the kingdom of 
Wurtemberg, and the Grand Duchy of Baden, of which he has 
transmitted to your Committee a very interesting account. 

At Darmstadt Mr. Treschow met with his friend Dr. Van Ess, 
from whem he obtained the following important information, 
which he thus conveys to your Committee :— 

“He introduced me toa schoolmaster, a very sensible and 
Christian character, from whom I learned, that in the Hessian 

rovinces, the Jews, who are numerous, are bound by law to 
send their children to school, either to a Jewish master, who 
has stood his examination, or to a Christian. Many parents 

refer sending their children to Christian masters, though it is 
lett entirely to their option to let them attend Christian instruc- 
tion or not: many of them are not at all offended by hearing 
their children repeat at home passages of the New Testament, 
or of the Catechism; their vanity is even flattered by finding 
their children as clever in that point as the children of Cliris- 
tians. The schoolmaster to whom I was introduced, has several 
poor Jewish girls in his school, who make a good progress. In 
the princedom of Neuwied—to mention this incidentally—the 
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rince himself pays the school money for such poor Jewish 
children as wish to attend Christian schools, and | have heard 
that the number of them is considerable, both inthe town and 
in the villages. Dr. Van Ess related, that applications to him 
from Jews for New Testaments are stil] very frequent, and that 
recently he sold twelve copies to a rich Jew, for distribution 
among his own children and others.” 

At Basil, Mr. Treschow met the Committee of the Basil 
Society for promoting Christianity amongst the Jews. He was 
much deligited with the spirit of genuine piety which prevailed 
amongst the members, and left them with a lively hope that a 
blessing would attend their work. Your Committee cannot but 
notice “the spirit and conduct of these friends of Israel on a 
trying occasion, when they were compelled to abandon a fa- 
vourite plan which they had adopted, and from which great 
results had been expected. It was agreed by all that they were 
mistaken in selecting a single object for thetr attention exclu- 
sively, before they had ascertained the object itself to be at- 
tainable, and thatthe Lord was pleased to bless it: and there- 
fore it was unanimously resolved, not to shrink from the duty 
of promoting the salvation of Israel ; but instead of adopting 

tenaciously prosecuting a new plan, to look to the Lord 
for his providential directions, and to embrace whatever oppor- 
tunity might be offered far promoting the spiritual welfare of 
Israel, either on the present, or on avy other plan. 

At Tubingen the Jewish cause was brought before the notice 
of several of the Clergy, Professors, and Students of the Uni- 
versity, when many important discussions took place on this 
subject. It seemed to be the general opinion, that however 
they might differ in their view of some particular texts of Se ‘rip- 
ture, it was the manifest duty of all to labour for the conversion 
of Israel. 

At Stutgard, Mr. Treschow met with several warm friends 
of the cause, though it was not judged expedient to form a So- 
ciety there. He reports, that the Jewish population in that 
couatry amounts to about 5000 individuals, and that the Govern- 
ment is earnestly engaged in improving their moral condition, 
chiefly by providing for the education of the children in schools 
from which the Talmud is excluded. 

On his return to Basil, Mr. Treschow attended the Anniver- 
sary Meeting of the Society for promoting Christianity among 
the Jews, in the proceedings of which your missionary, Mr, 
Banga, likewise took a part. Your Committee will lay before 


you the following short extract from Mr. Treschow’s account | 


of the meeting :— 
“ Mr. Banga, after adverting to some of the hackneyed ob- 


jections against our Society, stated, from his own experience, 
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the existence of that remnant, according to the election of grace, 
which the Scriptures speak of, and which it is the clear duty 
of the church of Christ to search out and to lead into the Way 
of salvation, though the time for the accomplishment of the 
great promise, respecting the restoration of all Israel, may no 
yet have arrived. 

‘It was a pleasing illustration of Mr. Banga’s observation, 
with regard to this remnant, that we found, unexpectedly, five 
Jewish proselytes present in the meeting. One of them was 
introduced by the Rev. Mr. Barth, trom Motlingen, in Wurteim- 
berg, who gave the following account of bim -—His name is 

. His grandfather was a celebrated Upper Rabbi in 
Westphalia, and his parents, from family pride, were very strict 
in Judaism ; yet they sent their son, when he was twelve years 
old, into a Christian school, and bound him afterwards as an 
apprentice in a stocking manufactory. This brought him into 
contact with Christians, aud among others with Count Von der 
Recke. It struck him that Christians in general seemed better 
and happier than the Jews, and thus arose his wish to become a 
Christian. Count Von der Recke, to whom he opened his 
mind, gave him a letter of recommendation to the Rev. Pro- 
fessor Kraft, in Erlangen, who explained to him the spiritual 
nature of Christianity, and recommended bim to address him- 
self in prayer to the Lord Jesus, as the Saviour of Israel. He 
followed this advice, and the blessed effect of that prayer, and 
the peace which his hitherto restless heart found in the Saviour, 
brought him to a determination. From Erlangen he went to 
Wartemberg, and through the recommendation of Christian 
friends, the Rev. Mr. Barth undertvok to instruct him, and be- 
ing satisfied of his sincerity, received bim into the Christian 
church by baptisin.” 

At Heidelberg, Mr. Treschow made inquiries into the state 
of the Jews in the Grand Duchy of Baden. He was informed, 
that the attention of the Government bad here also been en- 
aged in improving the moral and political condition of the 
Jewish population ; yet their measures had not yet attained the 


same solidity and maturity as in Wurtemberg. Many Jewish 
children attend Christian schvols; but nothing is yet finally 


regulated. 
‘ Dusselthal. 


Although your Committee has no concern whatever in the 
management of the Proselyte Institution at this place, they have 
been accustomed to lay before you some account of the progress 
of its operations. And they now feel the more called upon to 
do this, because, as was stated in your last Report, they have 
agreed to contribute to the support of a spiritual instructor for 
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the Jewish Converts who reside there. The appointment of 
the Rev. Mr. Schmidt was formerly mentioned. 

The Rev. P. Treschow visited the Institution again, the be- 
ginning of last year, for the purpose of making personal obser- 
vation of its state and circumstances. 

The following are extracts from bis communications. 

“Upon the whole, [| have not been disappointed. | I was pre- 

ared to find improvements, both in the economical and moral 
state of the Proselyte Institution, and they have more than re- 
alized my anticipations. Mr. Bormann is an invaluable acquisi- 
tion. He lives among the proselytes as a father among his 
children, and is beloved and revered by them. ‘The spirit of 
true Christian wisdom and charity, in which he uniformly con- 
ducts himself towards them—the excellent order introduced 
by him into every branch of the Institution, and the watchful 
eye with which he notices every deviation from the established 
rule, almost entirely preclude occasions for complaint and dis- 
content. 

“The proselytes at present live in a separate house; but un- 
der the same roof are some workshops and a school-room for 
boys. The consequence is, that four or five of the proselytes 
must live and sleep in one room. It would be highly desirable 
to remove both the workshops and the school-room from the 
house, that a separate room may be obtained for each prose- 
lyte. [tis indeed a wonder that the Jews, under many incon- 
veniences, have been brought into such good order and clean- 
liness as | have found here, and have lived so peaceably toge- 
ther. But it would materially add, not only to their comforts, 
but also to their moral improvement, if the alteration I have 
mentioned could be effected. The Count has it in contempla- 
tion ; but it would be attended with expenses which far exceed 
his funds. 

“ The workshops are in full activity, and I was delighted, not 
only to see the proselytes cheerfully employed, but also to hear 
from their lips expressions of gratitude for the happy change 
they have experienced from a wandering life to regular and use- 
ful industry. But the workshops have still a very humble ap- 
pearance, and all is regulated by the laws of strict necessity. 
An addition of pecuniary means would be an access of neatness 
and many improvements. I might make many additions to the 
desiderata already mentioned, but I shall stop; and only beg 
leave to draw your attention for a moment to the following fact. 
That an institution here exists, in which twenty-four adult Is- 
raelites are brought up by the aid of Christian charity in habits 
of regularity, cleanliness, and industry, submitting to rules and 
privations, from which, a few years back, they would have shrunk 
with horror; and under rebukes, suffer themselves to be in- 
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structed, reprimanded and corrected like children, listening to 
the sound of the Gospel, and every day bowing their knees before 
a crucified Redeemer.” 

Your Committee were unwilling to withhold from you the 
above account of the Institution, although, with respect to their 
own operations, they still continue to see the wisdom of adher- 
ing with as much simplicity as possible, to the plan laid down 
some years ago—namely, to put the pure word of God into the 
hands of the Jews, to instruct their children, and to preach the 
Gospel to them without any reference whatever to their temporal 
condition. So far from discouraging, they highly approve of 
and applaud the benevoleni exertions of individuals, who fee! 
disposed to minister to the temporal wants of the Jewish people, 
or to comfort and support those who, by their sincere and con- 
sistent profession of Christianity, have really abandoned their 
worldly prospects, and forsaken all for the sake of Christ. 

To return to the Institution at Dusselthal—your Committee 
would earnestly pray, that an abundant measure of faith and 
wisdom may be poured upon the managers of an undertaking 
which is manifestly beset with so many practical difficulties. 

The following testimony to the character of the Minister 
appointed to the spiritual charge of the Institution, and as stated 
above, principally supported out of the funds of your own So- 
ciety, will no doubt be gratifying. 

“'The Rev. Mr. Schmidt is the clergyman lately arrived to 
labour in this field, and eminently fitted for the work. He is a 
young man of true and tried piety, of a cheerful mind, an 
amiable temper, and a very good classical scholar. His whole 
time is devoted to the work of the ministry, and the proselytes 
have their full share in it. Besides the regular services, and 
morning and evening prayers, he catechises the proselytes four 
evenings in the week; and from what I have seen and heard 
myself of his instructions to them, I can add my testimony to 
Count Von der Recke’s, with regard to the soundness and clear- 
ness of his doctrine, and the good progress the proselytes have 
made through him in the knowledge of Christian truth.” 

On Whitsunday in last year, a most interesting occurrence 
took place. Eight converts were received into the Christian 
Church by biptism, in a very solemn manner. Full particulars 
have been communicated by Mr. 'Treschow, for which your Com- 
mittee must refer you to the pages of the Expositor. 

They are mentioned in the following communication from 
Mr. Treschow, dated Neuwied, September 28, 1826: 

“J rejoice to say that the Institution still goes well: thirty 
proselytes live in the house by themselves, of whom sixteen are 
baptized, and the others are receiving Christian instruction. 
Every Jew who promises to work and to submit to the laws o! 
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the Institution is received. Some leave it after a short trial ; 
but others, held by the power of divine grace, remain and taste 
the good word of God, and becoming convinced of their lost 
state, obey the call of the Gospel, and believe in Him who justifies 
the ungodly. 


“ Several of the eight proselytes, who were baptized on Whit- — 


sunday, came originally to Dusselthal with no other intention 
than that of working fora short time as journeymen, and were 
far from intending to become Christians. A few of these still 
remain in the Institution, others of them have left it to exercise 
their trade in other places, and all of them have continued to do 
honour to their profession by their Christian conduct.” 

Mr. Treschow relates the following remarkable instance of 
the power of the Word of God, in bringing conviction to the 
heart of a sinner, which he states to have occurred only a few 
days before his arrival at Dusselthal. 

“A young Jew had been admitted into the institution, where 
he frequently annoyed the assembled congregation by his irre- 
verent behaviour; but on the last Sunday, when the Rev. Mr. 
Schmidt, in his sermon, was led to speak of persons whose glory 
is in their shame, who boast even of the crimes they have com- 
mitted, in cheating or defrauding their neighbours, this indivi- 
dual was visibly affected, turned pale, and fell into fits. He was 
carried to his hed-room. After the service was over, he was 
visited by the minister, on seeing whom he exclaimed, ‘I am 
lost—lost without remedy ! !? In the course of the conversation 
which ensued, he confessed his having cheated a widow of 1000 
dollars; said that his whole life had been a series of crimes, 
adding, that even here he had continued im his wicked course, 
by assuming a false name, after having robbed a sailor of his 
passport. The Minister did not palliate the guilt of the peni- 
tent, but as he appeared to be of a contrite vont set forth the 
atoning power of the blood and the death of the Redeemer, 
and encouraged him to seek pardon through the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world. ‘This at length melted 
the guilty conscience of the sinner, and he felt it his duty to go 
to the place where the widow resides, to make an open confes- 
sion of his crime, and to suffer for it what the law requires. He 
was setting out for this purpose when I left Dusselthal. He has 
a letter from the Superintendant of the institution to the widow, 
and also to the authorities of the place, explaining the reason of 
his coming, and without presuming to interfere with public jus- 
tice, the Superintendant has, in consequence of his conscientious 
motives in thus giving himself up to the rigour of the law, re- 
commended him to a favourable consideration. If the widow 
does not prosecute him, he is determined to pay his debt by 
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working for her. May the Lord guide and strengthen him to 
persevere !” 

Your Committee would close this notice of the Dusselthal Ip. 

stitution with a letter received by your secretaries from Count 
Von der Recke, its founder and patron, dated from the Abbey of 
Dusselthal, January 4, 1827. 
_ “Your kind letter of 17th of November last, containing the 
information that an unknown friend has presented my institution 
with 50/., arrived just at a time when an urgent payment was 
pressed upon me; and thus I have experienced once more how 
the Lord truly and mercifully provides for those who serve him, 
putting their dependance entirely upon him. 

“I rejoice in having to give you nothing but favourable ac- 
counts respecting my proselyte institution. ‘The advantages of 
the method I have — towards them, are more and more 
apparent every day. ‘Those who are not quite in earnest about 
embracing Christianity, find it impossible now to remain long, 
as they gain nothing here towards the improvement of their 
worldly condition. Our number amounts generally to about 
fifty, notwithstanding several left us in the course of last summer, 
to seek employment in the trades they had learnt here. There 
are many applying for admittance, to whom we would willingly 
extend our helping hand, if our space were sufficient. Pray 
help us in our work and labour, while it is yet day, that we may 
continue to show to the ancient covenanted people, from whom 
salvation has come to us, the way which alone leads to life, that 
they may enter upon the path which shall conduct them to the 
true Canaan.” 

Your Committee are here led to notice 


Detmold, 


where there is a Society in connexion with that of Berlin, kept 
in operation chiefly through the exertions of the venerable Ba- 
ron von Blomberg. A late + ag of the operations of this 
Society has been sent over. Mr. Petri, formerly the Mission- 
ary of this Society, has been received under the patronage and 
control of your own Society, at whose sole charge he is now sent 
out, as stated in your last Report. He has been for some time 
at Hamburgh; but, upon the pressing solicitations of Baron 
Blomberg, through your, Agent, the Rev. P. Treschow, your 
Committee have resolved that he should be again stationed at 
Detmold, where he may be the means, on the one hand, of car- 
rying on the work already commenced amongst the Jews in that 
neighbourhood, and, on the other, of awakening afresh the zeal 
and the energies of professing Christians on behalf of thei 


Jewish brethren. 
‘To be continued.) 





